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train of attendants to the Western suburbs to meet the
strangers and bring them to the palace. " He had the Holy
Scriptures translated in the Imperial Library. The Court
listened to the doctrine, and meditated on it profoundly and
understood the great unity of truth." We cannot, of course,
follow the details of the history of the Nestorian missionaries
and of the events which led to their practical extinction after
working for about seven hundred years. In the year A.D.
1293, after several unsuccessful attempts, a Roman Catholic
mission was established beside them in Peking, and the
Nestorian Christianity rapidly gave way before the Roman,
In A,D. 1368 the friendly Tartar dynasty set up by Kublai
Khan came to an end, and persecution became the order of
the day. The last authentic fact known with regard to the
Christian Church in China at this period is the martyrdom
of James of Florence, Roman Catholic Bishop of Hangchow,
in A.D. 1362, Probably numbers shared his fate, and the
two missions were swallowed up in a common disaster. It
was not till the year AJX 1552, some two hundred years
later, that we again read of missionary work in China which
was inaugurated by Francis Xavier and the Jesuit Mission,
and which had begun operations in Japan a few years
previously.

It was not until the discovery of America by Christopher
Columbus, at the end of the fifteenth century, and the conse-
quent development of geographical knowledge that Europeans
settled in China for purposes of trade. In 1516 the Portu-
guese established "factories" at Ningpo and one or two
other places, but their conduct was marked by such law-
lessness that the people rose against them and expelled
them, and the Portuguese lost their footing on the mainland,
They, however, were able to occupy a small tongue of land
known as Macao, which was gained by deception by pre-
tending that " certain goods, falsely represented as tribute,
had been injured in a storm and must be dried, and they
obtained permission to erect sheds at Macao for that purpose,
and subsequently remained as tenants of the place on pay-